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Purchasing behavior and safety cognition of parents towards children’s snacks
in rural area of Hebei Province
LI Jia-jie, LUO Lang
(School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, Renmin University of China,

Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract; Objective To understand the current situation of purchasing behavior and safety cognition of parents towards
children’s snacks, and to provide effective suggestions according to the characteristics of parents to protect children’s
health. Methods The purchasing behavior and safety cognition of 350 parents towards children’s snacks in the rural area
of Hebei Province were investigated by questionnaire. Arandom class from each grade from grade 1 to 6 was chosen and all
studentsin the class were chosen as targets. The questionnaire was answered by children’s parents. The results were
analyzed by both descriptive statistics and factor analysis and cluster analysis by SPSS 21.0, parents were divided into
different groups with different safety cognition. Results 60.3% of parents chose the small shops as the No. 1 choice to
purchase snacks and 70% of parents chose convenience as the No. 1 factor when consider where to buy. 86.6% and
81.4% of the parents concerned the shelf-life and date of manufacture as main safety factors. The top 5 snacks parents
purchased for children were sausages, candies, cake/pies, dairy products and instant noodles. 63.9% parents purchased
sausages frequently. Parents did not pay much attention on the children’s self-purchasing behavior and did not provide
effective guidance. According to the degree of the safety cognition of snacks, parents were classified into three groups:
passive parents, autognosis parents and learning parents. Conclusion It was critical to improve safety cognition of parents
in rural area. The classification of parents according to their characteristics could promote a better education result through
their well-directed way.
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Table 1  Demographic characteristics of children and
parents in the survey
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Table 2 Descriptive statistics related to the situations of

how parents purchased snacks in the survey
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Figure 1 Proportion of the parents who frequently purchased

different types of snacks in the survey area
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Table 3 Survey on parents’ attitude and behavior toward

children’s purchasing snacks alone
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Table 4 Rotation matrix components
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Table 5 Ultimate cluster center
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Table 6 Characteristics of different types of parents
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The tracking evaluation of national food safety standard
The General Principles of Prepackaged Food Labels in Anhui Province
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Abstract; Objective

To understand the implementation, comprehension, and compliance of national food safety

standard GB 7718-2011 The General Principles of Prepackaged Food Labels among industries, supervision department,
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