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Research advances in endocrine-disrupting property and neurological toxicity of
di< 2-ethylhexyl) -phthalate
WANG Yong-jun, MA Ning, LI Yong-ning, JIA Xu-dong
(Key Laboratory of Food Safety Risk Assessment of Ministry of Health, China National
Center for Food Safety Risk Assessment, Beijing 100021, China)

Abstract: Di-(2-ethylhexyl) -phthalate (DEHP) is a widely used phthalic acid esters plasticizer, which might migrate to
environment through plastic products or directly migrate from packaging materials to food, polluting the air, water, soil and
food. DEHP can induce reproductive and developmental toxicity, immunotoxicity, embryotoxicity, hepatotoxicity,
neurotoxicity and carcinogenicity. At the same time, it can also impose a certain influence on the endocrine system. The
endocrine-disrupting property and neurotoxicity of DEHP and the interaction between them was reviewed in this paper.

Key words: Di-(2-ethylhexyl) -phthalate; endocrine-disrupting; neurotoxicity; toxic mechanism; plasticizing agent;

food contaminant; food safety
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