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Biological characterigtics and health hazards of Enterobacter sakazakii :a review
Pal Xiaoyan Liu Xiume
(Nationa Ingtitute for Nutrition and Food Sfety , Chinese CDC, Beijing 100050 ,China)

Abdract : As a member of the family enterobacteriaceae , Enterobacter sakazakii was previoudy referred to as a
‘ ydlowpigmented Enterobacter cloacae’ until 1980. E. sakazakii can cause severe neonatal meningtis, enr
terooolitis and bacteremia. Mortality rates from E. sakazakii irfection have been reported to be higher than
50 %. Although gudies have failed to identify the environmental source for thisorganism, a growing number of
reports have egablished that powdered infant formula is the main vehicle of irfection. Very little known about
the virulence factors and pathogenicity of E. sakazakii. This article reviewed the biological characterigics and

hedlth hazards of this putative foodborne pathogen.
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